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Dive Ability Newsletter—Summer 22  

Dear All 

We are halfway through 2022 and are now fully back to the monthly pool sessions and then gathering at the Hen 

and Chicken afterwards for some wonderful food. 

It is with sadness that since our last newsletter we lost a dear friend and valued member in Philly B.  Philly was an 

exceptional individual who will be missed.  

As we haven’t had a newsletter for some time the committee would like to thank everyone for their support during 

2021 and for supporting us with the Raffle in December 2021.       

 

News 

AGM 

The AGM took place on Saturday 2nd April 22 and it was great to see how well attended it was. Nominations were 

received from members for the Charity Officers and the following were duly elected :- 

Chairman – Simon Davis 

Treasurer – Duncan Brown 

Secretary – Michelle (Shell) Clark 

Diving Officer – Sarah Guzvica * 

*  Unfortunately, due to unforeseen business commitments Sarah has had to withdraw from the role of Diving 

Officer although she continues to support us on a monthly basis. For the foreseeable future the Acting Dive Officer 

will be Duncan Brown.  
 

Behind the scenes – update on recent activity 

This year the elected Officers will take responsibility for running the charity assisted by Julie Gray as Development 

Officer/Newsletter and Stig Keating as Web Master. We have added to the web site (in Forms doc 8b) a list of who 

does what tasks to help you correctly direct any enquiry you may have. 

Julie, as Development Officer, is already making great progress in promoting Dive Ability to certain schools and other 

organisation who have shown tremendous interest to coming along to participate in our pool sessions. However, if  

you are aware of any other “groups” that might also benefit from speaking to Julie please initially e-mail her on 

julie@diveability.org with details. 

You will also have heard from our new Web Master Stig, that he has launched the new Dive Ability site. This now 

includes a list of all pool dates for the year, an expanded and improved Forms section allowing many to be 

completed on screen and, if downloaded, electronically signed and a superior Gallery of photos which we will be 

adding to. There is also a new “For Sale” section where you might find something of interest. Again, this will be 

added to over the months. Please take a few minutes to visit the site and pass any comments/suggestions direct to 

Stig at stig@diveability.org 

 

mailto:julie@diveability.org
mailto:stig@diveability.org
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As those of you who were at the AGM will be aware, we are hoping to get a new Dive Ability van to replace the 

existing and rather tired “old friend”. All indications are that this should be with us by the end of August so watch 

this space and the car park at Lord Wandsworth. 
 

H.S.A training 

A very successful H.S.A course took place in May 22. The first programme it has been possible to run since 

2019? There were 4 candidates, who all successfully completed the course. Three undertaking the 

Instructors course and one the Buddy course. All found it challenging but very enjoyable. Congratulations 

to all four!  

The next H.S.A. Instructor/Buddy course is being run at Stoney Cover from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon 

23rd- 25th September 2022. This course gives Instructors and Buddy’s the skills to deal with any disability with 

knowledge and understanding from both a theoretical and diving perspective. It also entitles the Instructors’ as well 

as being able to certify our beneficiaries with an international recognised accreditation up to and including Advanced 

Diver, to certify new Buddy candidates. If you are interested or need more information, please contact Duncan. 

Dive Ability becomes an official PADI Educational Facility 

On 21st July Dive Ability gained recognition as a PADI Educational Facility. This is a great accolade which reflects well 

on Dive Ability and will see PADI assistance coming for the benefit of all, including discounts, additional support and 

promotion for the charity. 

 

5 go to Tenerife! (and their families) 

Two beneficiaries and three supporting members of Dive Ability went to Tenerife for a week in April 22. Although 

this wasn’t a Dive Ability vacation, as the geography wasn’t suitable for those with limited mobility, it was an 

opportunity for the two beneficiaries to complete their qualifying Open Water Dives. A further beneficiary and their 

family were intending to join the group but unfortunately Covid had a 

different idea!       

Great fun was had by all and we now have another PADI Open Water Diver 

and an H.S.A. Open Water Diver. Another member Josh also in the group, 

not only completed his PADI OW he went on to complete his PADI 

Advanced Open Water Qualification as well. So congratulations to everyone 

for their hard work and thanks to Duncan who Instructed the group.  

 

Other Qualification Successes 

Well done to Harvey who completed his H.S.A Open Water dives at Wraysbury in July. Not quite Tenerife but all 

good experience. 

Congratulations to all of our learners, we all know how much hard work you have had to put in to get this far.  
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Monte Carlo or Bust Rally 

In the Spring Duncan Brown and Josh Quantrill purchased a less than 

£500 banger (Betty), as per the rule of Monte Carlo or Bust Rally, and 

then put a significant amount of work into getting it ready. In June they 

drove it over 1000 miles in three days, to Monte Carlo via France, 

Switzerland and Italy to raise money for Dive Ability. 

 

Duncan and Josh would 

like to thank those who donated “we raised £3500 including Gift Aid. 

The car was faultless there and back (2100 miles) and we only got a 

problem from the Police in Monte Carlo as we drove the F1 Track still 

there from the week-end before” Well done Duncan, Josh and Betty! 

 
Supporting Dive Abiliity 

There are a number of ways that you can help support Dive Ability: - 
1. By becoming a Member - it costs £15 a year and the benefits from this are discounts with Aquanauts Dive Shop 
and on courses run by Dive Ability - if you would like to become a member complete the Membership form at Doc 1a 
on the website and send please to Shell  (michelle@diveability.org) 
2. By using Amazon Smile and selecting Dive Ability as your charity - this doesn't cost you anything but if you use this 
app a donation is given to Dive Ability (not all purchases are covered, and they do tell you this at the time of 
purchasing). 
3. By completing a gift aid form - lf in the past you have made a donation, however small, or undertaken a course 
with Dive Ability, then completing a Gift Aid form will allow Dive Ability to claim the gift aid on the tax you paid -at 
zero cost to you! – The very simple form is at Doc 1d on the website and does not even need signing. Please send it 
to Duncan at info@diveability.org. 
 please contact Duncan if you require a form or further information. 
4. Come along to the Christmas party on 3rd December 

Equipment Sale 

We currently have new and nearly new equipment such as suits, fins, masks, regulators, BCD's and dive computers 
for sale - all at very reasonable prices. Have a look on the For Sale page of our website for photos, details and prices: 
https://diveability.org/for-sale  

Official Stuff! 
We are all very aware through our working and personal lives that we are subject to many rules and regulations 

designed to ensure our personal safety in all aspects. Dive Ability has a legal obligation to see that these regulations 

are complied with. The Charity must ensure that Instructors/helpers are appropriate people (DBS compliant) and we 

need to obtain consent to take and reproduce photo/videos from us all. 

You will shortly receive an e-mail about both topics and we would appreciate it if you could deal with both as quickly 

as possible. 

 

mailto:michelle@diveability.org
https://diveability.org/for-sale/
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Next Pool sessions 

Saturday 3rd September, & Saturday 1st October 
• Please note that the pool session on 3rd September will start at the slightly later time of 2pm as the college has an 

event in the morning. Other Saturdays have a usual 12.30 start time.  

• We are trying to make these sessions more efficient so please book in as early as possible with Michelle so resources 

including Instructors/helpers and gear can be better co-ordinated.  

 

 

 

 

If you have an article that you would like considering for a future newsletter please sent it  

to julie@diveability.org 

 

 

  

 


