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Dive Ability Newsletter—Autumn 22  

Dear All 

Where did the year go!  Monthly pool sessions have continued throughout the Summer, although unfortunately 

September’s session had to be cancelled. The pool sessions also built up a good appetite for lots of delicious food at 

the Hen and Chicken afterwards and of course some socialising. 

There was also lots of activity over the Summer for many of our members, see qualifications and post qualification 

articles below. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all and we hope to see you in 2023!       

Harvey’s Summer! 
Many of you know Harvey, this is an extract of his story of diving over the Summer.   
 

‘I went to Wraysbury in June 2022 for my open water certificate. I did 4 dives with 
my instructor Duncan. 
 
I have to wear a very thick wetsuit and gloves on too. I have a hood too. Because the 
water is very cold that why I have to keep warm. 
The water it was very dusty and foggy.  
 
 

 
I saw a old plane in the water and some fish too. And I did some skills like giant stride 
entry and using a snorkel and regulator recovery.  
 

Now I have HSA open water certificate. That means I can do all of my skills the same 
as other divers and go in the sea with a extra buddy to keep me safe. I feel good 
inside me and proud.  
 

I went diving in the sea on holiday at Pemba in the summer. We were on a boat and sat on the edge of the boat then 
we had to fall backwards into the water.  

 

My buddy was called Sufi. Me and Sufi hold hands together and swim 
together. And Dad and Owen swam with us but Mum was sea sick in the 
water! 
 

I saw the coral reef it was so so colourful 
and sea urchins too and lots of fish as 
well. And I saw a octopus too.  

 

My best bit was in the boat seeing DOLPHINS. Dolphins are my best sea animals in 
the whole ocean. NOW I WANT TO SWIM WITH THEM! 
 

 
 
Well done Harvey and wishing you many happy diving experiences to come! 
If any members have stories of their diving adventures that they are happy to share, we would love to hear them.  
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H.S.A training 
Another successful H.S.A. Instructor Course was run over the week-end of 

23-25 September at Stoney Cove by our resident Course Directors Duncan & 

Jim. This has led to 2 more H.S.A. Instructors Eammon & Neil who will be 

happy to receive referrals for Cornwall & Derbyshire.  

While at Stoney Cove we met up with our Dive Ability friend Karl Elliot who 

had just qualified as a PADI 

Course Director. Well done Karl and we are sure this is just the 

beginning of an illustrious dive career. 

The HSA course gives Instructors and Buddy’s the skills to deal with 

any disability with knowledge and understanding from both a 

theoretical and diving perspective. It also entitles the Instructors, as 

well as being able to certify our beneficiaries with an international 

recognised accreditation up to and including Advanced Diver, to 

certify new Buddy candidates.  

If you are interested or need more information, please contact                            

Duncan.  

 

Other Qualification and Successes 

Congratulations to Dan Bartlett who successfully completed his PADI Instructors qualification in May and Julie Gray, 

who passed her Dive Master course in July, having previously passed the HSA Dive Buddy course in May. 

 

Congratulations also to Sue Wakem who is making good progress and gaining confidence underwater assisted by 

Sarah, Jason and Mark.  

 
 

New Van 
For those who may have missed the last pool session, we have now taken possession of our lovely new and very blue 

van thanks to the kindness of Yvonne and Archie at Scuba4All. Thank you so much guys! 
 

 

 

 

With just 60,000 miles on the clock and 9 years newer than old faithful, 

this should hopefully see us into 2030. 
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We already have design suggestions for signage being considered and Simon 

and Duncan have fitted it out with various shelving and storage facilities. 

Old Van! 

If anyone is interest in a low milage 

Mercedes van, please make us a sensible 

offer soon. All signage removed, a new 

years MOT and a genuine 65,000 only.  

 

 

Polo 

Also for sale is our trusty Polo 1.6 that went to Monte Carlo & back. Years MOT 

and only 66,000 miles on the clock. She never missed a beat throughout our 

journey and we will be sorry to see her go. £ 850 and she is yours. 

 

Behind the scenes – update on recent activity 

PADI Educational Facility Status 

Following our announcement last quarter of having been awarded the PADI Educational Facility status, we have  

replaced simple “try dives” with the PADI Discover Scuba Diving (DSD) program. This gives new divers a more 

structured introduction to diving and leads on neatly to them progressing to an Open Water Course (PADI or H.S.A.) 

Database 

Duncan and Stig have been working over the last 6 months to restructure our database. This should allow us to easily 

send out communications more appropriate to your needs and interests. Hopefully this will be finished by Christmas. 

In the new year we will be circulating to each of you a “data entry” form so we can get this up to date and correct in 

the 1st three months of 2023. This database should also include Training Records so your Instructor can ensure 

courses you might be on, make good progress and move to a timely conclusion and certification. Data protection will 

be central to this new system and significantly enhanced over the current facility. 

 

Supporting Dive Ability 

There are a number of ways that you can help support Dive Ability: - 
1. By becoming a Member – it costs £15 a year and the benefits from this are discounts with Aquanauts Dive Shop 
and on courses run by Dive Ability – if you would like to become a member complete the Membership form at Doc 
1a on the website and send please to Shell  (michelle@diveability.org) 
2. By using Amazon Smile and selecting Dive Ability as your charity – this doesn’t cost you anything but if you use 
this app a donation is given to Dive Ability (not all purchases are covered, and they do tell you this at the time of 
purchasing). 
3. By completing a gift aid form – lf you are a tax payer this is a great way to help us at zero cost to yourself. See 
page 4. 
4. Come along to the Summer BBQ 2023. Date to be confirmed 

mailto:michelle@diveability.org
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Official Stuff! 

Gift Aid forms 

The Trustees have all but completed the 2022 Return to HMRC for the Gift Aid repayment. If you have not completed 

a Gift Aid form please do so, as this can increase any donations by 25p in every pound spent at no cost to yourselves. 

This can be found at document 1d on the website. It does not need signing but just completing and e-mailing over to 

info@diveability.org 

 

Equipment Sale 

We still have new and nearly new equipment such as suits, fins, masks, regulators, BCD's and dive computers for sale 
- all at very reasonable prices. Have a look on the For Sale page of our website for photos, details and prices: 
https://diveability.org/for-sale  

 

Reminder if you want either a Dive Ability Tee, polo or hoodie full colour, size and cost details are on the 

web site at For Sale > Clothing. 

 

 

Next Pool sessions 

Saturday 3rd December, Saturday 7th January2023, & Saturday 4th 

February 2023 
We are trying to make these sessions more efficient so please book in as early as 

possible with Michelle so resources including Instructors/helpers and gear can be 

better co-ordinated

 

 

 

 

 

If you have an article that you would like considering for a future newsletter please sent it 

to julie@diveability.org 

 

mailto:info@diveability.org
https://diveability.org/for-sale/

