
 

Thank you for your enquiry about coming to dive with Dive Ability. We are a charity focused on 

sharing our love of scuba loving with those with a disability or other disadvantage. 

We meet the 1st Saturday of each month at the Lord Wandsworth College, Long Sutton, Hook, 

Hampshire. Use Sat nav postcode RG29 1TA. There is a map of the College on our website 

www.diveability .org.  Our sessions start prompt at 12.30 for 3 hours. 

We have all the equipment needed, including a hoist should that be needed. 

Lord Wandsworth College is a private school that has some strict rules. Drive up to the front barrier 

and it will open. From this point there is no smoking or vapes. Please, park only in the main car park 

and make your way towards the school buildings. You will see the pool in front of you. The door to 

this is key coded so it’s best to be there say 12.15 first time and particularly so if you need 

wheelchair access. 

If you are a Blue Badge holder, the school will allow you to park right by the pool. You will need to 

speak to us as to how you should access this facility. 

When you arrive, please ask for our Dive Officer. They will ask you to complete a contact sheet 

although one is shown at Form 1h on the website which it would help if you could complete before 

you arrive. We will also need your Medical Form which can be found at the website Form 2b. 

Depending on your answers will guide whether or not you can go into the pool with scuba 

equipment. So, to avoid what maybe a wasted journey, please let us have this beforehand. There are 

no exceptions to this requirement which is for the protection of you and Dive Ability.   

You are very welcome to come along first time just to see what we do, but if you want to get 

involved then we are here to ensure you have a great experience and want to return. However 

please note that we are here to deal with the diving aspect and should you need assistance in 

changing/showering then you should arrange to bring someone with you to help. We provide all 

necessary equipment. You just need to bring a costume and towel. 

Our beneficiaries can have a huge range of disabilities. Quadriplegic, Paraplegic, Autistic Blind, MS, 

Amputees, Downs and Cerebral Palsy to name but a few. Whatever issues you face we will do all 

possible to get you diving whether as an “experience” or leading up to a dive qualification you can 

take around the world. 

When you first arrive, assuming you are not already a qualified diver we will start with the Discover 

Scuba Diving program (DSD) which introduces you to scuba diving and teaches you a few of the vital 

key aspects of diving. We can also provide you with an e-learning link as that you can read a little bit 

about the DSD before you come along. Please let us know if this is of interest. 

To give you some reassurance and comfort, Dive Ability is the sole UK training facility (for those with 

a disability or disadvantage) of the Handicapped Scuba Association (H.S.A.) so providing a world 



recognised certification. We also run an H.S.A Buddy course. This gives the candidate masses of 

information about the various disabilities and how to deal with each in the water. It may be you 

have a friend who would be interested in diving with you.  All regular instructor/helpers have also 

been subject to Enhanced DBS checks. So you are always in good hands. 

After each pool session we move to a local pub, the Hen & Chicken, Upper Froyle, GU34 4JA so the 

social side of diving can be enjoyed. They have made us very welcome over the years and have even 

undertaken a major refurb to ensure they are fully accessible. 

If you do want to come along, it would help us if you would let our Pool Organiser know. It is best to 

e-mail her on michelle@diveability.org 

Unfortunately, in this day and age, we cannot avoid paperwork. It would help us both if you could, 

before you attend, complete and forward to Michelle the following: 

1) Contact Sheet -Form 1h 

2) Copy of your highest dive certification if you are already a diver 

3) Liability Release-Form 5c 

Please also take some time to review on the website 

a) Safeguarding policy 

b) Covid guide for all users 

I hope this answers your questions but if there is something also you need to know please e-mail me 

directly at info@diveability.org. 

Kind regards 

 

The Dive Ability Team 
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